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Course typically offered: Semester 1
Component Contact Hours
Lecture 11.000
Seminar 21.000
Tutorial 1.000
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Grading Basis: 40 %
Assessment Details
Category Short Description Weighting Exam
Description (%) Duration
Essay AS1 1 x 5 minute screenplay without 20.0
dialogue, including a treatment,
selling document and self-
reflective statement of intent.
Essay AS2 1 x 10 minute screenplay 35.0
including a treatment, selling
document, character
biographies and a self-reflective
statement of intent.
Essay AS3 1 x 3000 words analysis of a film 45.0
in terms of its narrative
structure.
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Aims

1. Toimpart a systematic knowledge of current professional practice in
screenwriting at Masters level.

2. To develop a critical awareness of current issues in the forefront of the
contemporary practice of screenwriting.

3. To equip students to exercise originality in the application of knowledge and of
practical techniques in order to create original short film scripts.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Successfully utilise a range of screenwriting skills that may be combined in
systematic and complex ways to create original short film stories.

2 Show a systematic understanding of structure, theme, character, visual exposition,
dialogue, setting and format in the practice of screenwriting.

3 Create original work that demonstrates knowledge of screen craft in relation to the

dictates of developing and writing short film scripts and the capacity to tackle and
solve creative problems.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

5 mins Screenplay 1 3
10 mins Screenplay 1 3
3,000 word Essay 2

Outline Syllabus

. Introduction to narrative structure.

. Introduction to writers' workshops.

. Creative thinking: generating and developing ideas.
. Introduction to Genre, Story and Theme

. Character, Setting and Dialogue.

. Layout.

. How to write a treatment.

. Analysis of contemporary films.
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Learning Activities

Lectures
Workshops
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Sessions with visiting industry professionals

One-to-one tutorials.
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Notes

This module aims to teach students systematic and comprehensive knowledge of
screenwriting to Masters level.
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