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Delivered 
Hours:

18.00
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Learning 
Hours:

100
Private 
Study: 82

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Semester 1

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 12.000
Seminar 6.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Essay AS1 Seminar paper 100.0 0.00

Aims

To introduce the philosophical basis  of the  world views underpinning different 
research designs and how that impacts on knowledge development in comtemporary
society.
To examine the nature of research and its relationship with different forms of 
knowledge development including science.  
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Understand the relationship between paradigm ontology, epistemology and 
methodology

 2 Critically compare different approaches to research and their ontological basis
 3 Examine the role of theory in science and research
 4 Understand the role of reflexivity in research and knowledge development
 5 Critically examine the scientific method

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Essay 1
  

2
  

3
  

4
  

5
  

        
Outline Syllabus

Brief history of science. Defining paradigm, ontology epistemology and methodology 
and the relationship between them. The scientific method and research design 
Positivism and recent challenges to this world view. The nature of knowledge 
development and the role of science and research. The reflective researcher. Role of
theory in research.Social Science perspectives on knowledge development

Learning Activities

Interactive lectures, seminars and examination of some key texts. Use will be made 
of VLE for group work and discussion.
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Notes

An introduction to the the philosophy of science to provide students with an 
understanding of knowledge development and the role different types of research 
approaches play.


