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Liverpool John Moores University

Title: ELEMENTS OF SCREENWRITING

Status: Definitive
Code: 7001SW    (110937)
Version Start Date: 01-08-2011

Owning School/Faculty: Liverpool Screen School
Teaching School/Faculty: Liverpool Screen School

Team emplid Leader
 David Jackson 105158 Y

Academic
Level: FHEQ7

Credit 
Value: 30.00

Total 
Delivered 
Hours:

66.00

Total 
Learning 
Hours:

300
Private 
Study: 234

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Semester 2

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 11.000
Seminar 21.000
Tutorial 1.000
Workshop 33.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Portfolio AS1 revised treatment 30 minute 
screenplay; 30 min screenplay 
1st draft; redraft to 50-60 mins &
treatment for a feature-length 
screenplay

90.0 0.00

 Presentation AS2 Pitch and presentation of a 1-
page selling document of a 
feature treatment.

10.0 0.00

Aims

1. To develop a comprehensive understanding of techniques relating to, treatment 
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development, character development, dialogue function and scene and sequence 
construction in screenwriting.

2. To develop advanced skills of pitching and presentation informed by practice at 
the forefront of the profession.

3. To develop a deeper understanding of genre, theme, causality and exposition in 
relation to original screen storytelling. 

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Produce original creative work that shows a systematic understanding of treatment 
writing, character development, dialogue function and scene and sequence 
structure.

 2 Present and pitch ideas appropriately including the capacity to adapt their 
presentation in complex situations or to varied audiences.

 3 Produce original creative work that shows a systematic understanding of genre 
theme, causality and exposition. 

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Portfolio of 
screenplays

1
  

3
  

 Presentation 2
  

Outline Syllabus

1. Treatment and Outline writing 
2. The shot, the scene and the sequence
3. Feedback on treatments in progress
4. Rewriting in terms of genre and theme
5. Feedback on Screenplays
6. Dialogue and Exposition
7. Causality and connectivity
8. Advanced development techniques.
9. Pitching and selling a treatment.

Learning Activities

Lectures
workshops
One-to-one tutorials
Pitching sessions
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Sessions with visiting industry professionals
Actors' rehearsed readings of student scripts.
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Notes

This module gives the student experience of 'and training in' the creation of original 
screenplays with particular reference to scene and sequence structure.  It also offers
practical training in techniques of pitching and presentation to industry standard.


