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Coursework of no more than
5000 words. This involves
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Aims

1. A comprehensive overview of both qualitative and quantitative research methods
2. the necessary skills and knowledge to carry out an empirical study at post-
graduate level.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Critically analyse the philosophical and practical issues that underpin competing
paradigms in research methodology.

2 Differentiate and examine the role of basic and applied research in the study of
health and healthcare

3 Select and justify appropriate research designs and data collection techniques in

relation to research questions

Demonstrate an ability to construct a research proposal/protocol

Demonstarte an ability to conduct research ethically as oulined by the Research
Governance and other ethical codes and regulations

(28 SN

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Writing 5 protocols out 1 2 3 4 5
of 10.

Outline Syllabus

Taxonomy of knowledge, competing paradigms and epistemology
The interdependence of theory, research and application
Importance of applied and basic research in the context of health and healthcare
Qualitative and quantitative research designs

Qualitative and quantitative data collection techniques

Ethical issues in research and Research Governance
Formulating research questions

Sampling strategies

Questionnaire design

Reading and evaluating research reports

Nature of evidence

Developing research proposals/protocols

Learning Activities
This module intends to build on previous knowledge. Various approaches will be
used in the delivery of this module including lectures, seminar, practical, discussions

and problem-solving.
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Notes

This module examines various methodological approaches and data collection
techniques both from the qualitative and quantitative perspectives, in order to equip
the students with the necessary skills and knowledge to carry out an empirical study
at post-graduate level.
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