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This module provides students with the opportunity to develop a critical
understanding of the range of theories, models, methods and approaches of
assessment and intervention strategies used in social work. Students will be able to
reflect on their values especially those that promote effective anti-oppressive
practice as well as develop their practical skills in working directly with a range of
service users.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Demonstrate a good understanding of how social work is practiced within
contemporary society, in the light of debates regarding the social work profession

2 Demonstrate a critical understanding of the role played by service user
movements in the development of contemporary social work practice

3 Critically analyse a range of social work methods, concepts and theories in relation

to practice situations, including international, national as well as local
methodologies

4 Demonstrate a critical understanding of requisite practice skills relevant to social
work practice situations and in relation to different service user groups.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Diagnostic essay 1 4
Critical reflective analysis 1 2 3 4
Practice 4

Outline Syllabus

1. Key psychological, sociological concepts and theories that inform social work
concepts and principles

2. The role of research and research methods (local, national and international) in
practice

3.Traditional, radical and contemporary social work theory and methods

4. Risk/needs assessment

5. Service user and carers perspectives

6. Managing professional practice

7. Developing a range of communication, interpersonal and inter professional skills in
relation to the practice of social work.

Learning Activities

This module will draw on a variety of teaching methods that will actively involve
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students in the learning process. Teaching and learning strategies will include
lectures, guided reading (provided prior to the module starting and during the
module), seminars, role plays and the use of the skills suite/lab. Teaching sessions
will include a short lecture introducing the required knowledge supported by the use
of small group exercises. Some of the teaching sessions will assist students to
consolidate learning that they have completed prior to attending the course and
beginning the module.

The module uses three inter-linked assessment tasks, which are designed to provide
students with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of
the various theories and methods that are relevant to social work. The first task will
involve students reflecting on their understanding of the nature of contemporary
social work. This will provide formative feedback to the student within a month of the
start of the programme. The second task is intended to enable students to develop
and enhance their practice skills prior to going out on placement, this task will involve
students completing a self assessment tool called the skills inventory. The third and
final task provides students with the opportunity to develop their analytical and
evaluative skills as well as their knowledge and understanding of service user
perspectives.

Notes

This module makes links to the learning experiences students will gain on their first
placement it is designed to enable students to develop a critical understanding of the
knowledge, skills and values related to social work, by drawing on research
evidence, relevant sociological and psychological theories,local, national and
international perspectives on the practice of social work with a diverse range of
service user groups.

Students will have the opportunity to learn, develop and formatively test their skills
prior to undertaking their first practice placement.
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