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Aims

The module provides students with a thorough understanding of contrasting
philosophical approaches and frameworks and promotes students' critical awareness
of claims to knowledge made by themselves and other researchers.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:
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1 Critically appraise the different philosophical assumptions 'hidden' beneath research
and identify the strengths and weaknesses of each approach

2 Appreciate how different philosophical assumptions influence the criteria for judging
research quality

3 Appreciate their own philosophical assumptions and evaluate how epistemology
might be relevant to their research

4 Evaluate how different philosophical approaches influence different methods of
collecting and analyzing data

5 Develop a critical and reflexive awareness of arguments used in research

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Assignment 1 2 3 4 5

Outline Syllabus

« Contrasting traditions: positivism versus social constructionism

 Broadening the philosophical debate: ontology and epistemology; epistemology
and methodology

« Research philosophies underlying research practice: positivist research; realist
research; social constructionist research

« Overview of other philosophies: critical theory; feminism; hermeneutics;
postmodernism; pragmatism and structuration theory

« Strengths and weaknesses of different epistemologies

Learning Activities

A blended learning approach will be used with a mix of formal lectures, guest
lectures, tutorial sessions, student-led sessions, individual and group activities,
directed study and Peer Learning Group. Learning activities will be centred on 4
block sessions, the first of which will orientate the students to the module's learning
activities.
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