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Aims
To examine the nature of the modern press and media landscape, including social media and 
how this aligns to policing and law enforcement.To critically evaluate and assess the role that 
the press and media play in modern policing and law enforcement activity, including the legal 
and ethical issues arising from the relationship between those forums.The aim is also to raise 
awareness and develop the knowledge and skills needed to successfully engage with the 
press and media and to use social media.

After completing the module the student should be able to:

Learning Outcomes

Code Number Description

MLO1 1 Critically evaluate the role of the press and media in the contemporary PALE landscape

MLO2 2 Critically evaluate the threats and opportunities for PALE posed by the emergence of social media.
This includes both personally and at an organisational level

MLO3 3 Understanding the nuances and differences between the press and media at local, regional, 
national and international level

MLO4 4 Critically assess the professional, ethical and legal challenges emerging from engagement with the
press and media

Module Content

Outline Syllabus
The Contemporary Press and Media LandscapeDevelopment of a Media StrategyThe Press 
and Media PerspectiveSocial MediaPress and Media in the Operational ContextPress, Media 
and the LawPress and Media InterviewsThird Party IssuesGovernance and Accountability in 
dealing with the Press and Media (Leveson)

Module Overview

Additional Information
This module focuses on the various aspects of leaders within policing and law enforcement 
and how they can effectively engage with the press and the media.It will consider effective use
of social media and also look at the legal and ethical issues affecting this area of work.For 
Students on the Apprenticeship (SLMDA - 36519) the following standards are covered –A7 
Understands the external environment, social, technological and policy implicationsB2 
Understands the impact of disruptive technologies (mechanisms that challenge traditional 
business methods and practices)C1 Understands ethics and values-based leadershipC8 
Challenges strategies and operations in terms of ethics responsibility, sustainability, resource 
allocation and business continuity/risk managementC9/C10/C11 Applies principles relating to 
corporate social responsibility, governance, regulatory compliance. Drives a culture of 
resilience and supports development of new enterprise and opportunities

Assessments

Assignment Category Assessment Name Weight Exam/Test Length (hours) Module Learning 
Outcome Mapping

Essay Essay - 2500 Words 100 0 MLO1, MLO2, 
MLO3, MLO4

Module Contacts

Module Leader

Contact Name Applies to all offerings Offerings

Steve Finnigan Yes N/A
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Partner Module Team

Contact Name Applies to all offerings Offerings
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